
 

AP Lit. Summer Reading Open-Response Prompts 

2010. Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is 

strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a 

human being and a native place, between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be 

surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience. Select a 

novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from “home,” 

whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family, homeland, or other special place. Then write an 

essay in which you analyze how the character’s experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, 

and how this experience illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the 

plot.  

2009, Form B. Many works of literature deal with political or social issues. Choose a novel or play that 

focuses on a political or social issue. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the author uses 

literary elements to explore this issue and explain how the treatment of issue contributes to the meaning 

of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

2005, Form B. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in 

which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the 

power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author 

uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

2003, Form B. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- national, 

regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character's sense of identity into 

question. Select a novel or play in which a character responds to such a cultural collision. Then write a 

well-organized essay in which you describe the character's response and explain its relevance to the work 

as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

1995. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are alienated 

from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Choose a novel or a play in which 

such a character plays a significant role and show how that character's alienation reveals the surrounding 

society's assumptions or moral values. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

1991. Many plays and novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, two cities or towns, two 

houses, or the land and the sea) to represent opposed forces or ideas that are central to the meaning of the 

work. Choose a novel or play that contrasts two such places. Write an essay explaining how the places 

differ, what each place represents, and how their contrast contributes to the meaning of the work. Do not 

merely summarize the plot. 

1988. Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant events are mental or 

psychological; for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness. In a well-organized 

essay, describe how the author manages to give these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense, 

and climax usually associated with external action. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

1987. Some novels and plays seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or in traditions. 

Choose such a novel or play and note briefly the particular attitudes or traditions that the author 

apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques the author uses to influence the reader's or 

audience's views. Avoid plot summary. 



 

1976. The conflict created when the will of an individual opposes the will of the majority is the recurring 

theme of many novels, plays, and essays. Select the work of an essayist who is in opposition to his or her 

society; or from a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in opposition to his 

or her society. In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical implications for 

both the individual and the society. Do not summarize the plot or action of the work you choose. 

1970. Choose a character from a novel or play of recognized literary merit and write an essay in which 

you (a) briefly describe the standards of the fictional society in which the character exists and (b) show 

how the character is affected by and responds to those standards. c)  Discuss how the effect and response 

shapes the meaning of the work as a whole. In your essay do not merely summarize the plot. 

2013. A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological or moral development of its 

protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his or her place in the world. Select a 

single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral development of the protagonist of a bildungsroman. 

Then write a well-organized essay that analyzes how that single moment shapes the meaning of the work 

as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

2011. In a novel by William Styron, a father tells his son that life "is a search for justice." Choose a 

character from a novel or play who responds in some significant way to justice or injustice. Then write a 

well-developed essay in which you analyze the character's understanding of justice, the degree to which 

the character's search or justice is successful, and the significance of this search for the work as a whole. 

Do not merely summarize the plot. 

2010, Form B. “You can leave home all you want, but home will never leave you.” —Sonsyrea Tate 

Sonsyrea Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be conceived of as a dwelling, a place, or a state of 

mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, it may have a considerable 

influence on an individual. Choose a novel or play in which a central character leaves home yet finds that 

home remains significant. Write a well-developed essay in which you analyze the importance of “home” 

to this character and the reasons for its continuing influence.  

Explain how the character’s idea of home illuminates the larger meaning of the work. Do not merely 

summarize the plot. 

 


